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Richard Davis has worked closely with archivists and librarians for ten years, on projects for the 
University of London, the UK National Archives and the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC). In 
2006 he managed the installation of a repository for the School of Advanced Study, University of 
London. This is a brief overview of the development of the repository and its first year of operation.
Introduction and background 
The School of Advanced Study, University of London is a federation of 10 post-graduate institutes in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences. Member institutes are 
• Institute of Advanced Legal Studies  
• Institute of Classical Studies  
• Institute of Commonwealth Studies  
• Institute of English Studies  
• Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies  
• Institute of Historical Research  
• Institute of Musical Research   
• Institute of Philosophy  
• Institute for the Study of the Americas  
• Warburg Institute  
The initial brief for the repository was, at best vague: the Dean and other senior staff at the School 
were uncertain exactly what the repository would be for. I set out on a crash course to identify the 
technical and administrative issues in the field of Institutional Repositories. I looked at many 
repositories on the web (for example, at University of Kansas and University of Michigan) and the online 
support from the UK SHERPA project. I also made some experimental installations of what seemed to 
be the three main contenders in the field, namely Eprints, Dspace and Fedora. 
Choosing the system 
After some research and tests, I concluded that Fedora was much more of a toolkit than a ready-rolled 
system – something with considerable potential for other digital preservation systems, but too complex 
for the SAS project, given the limited development resources available. In contrast, Eprints at the time 
(version 2) seemed quite limited - perhaps more obviously dedicated to managing pre-prints of journal 
articles. (N.b. Eprints 3, released earlier this year, is a much more powerful environment, and we have 
begun using this for some other custom repository projects.)
What attracted me to Dspace was its relatively well-implemented interface for submissions and 
administration. The default arrangement of Communities and Collections was also a close match for the 
structure of the School and its ten institutes. The ability to devolve and delegate administration of the 
Communities and Collections was also attractive, given that we clearly had ten Communities that were 
likely to engage with the new system at their own pace. 
I should also mention that I had a good chance to get a feel for the community and support around 
DSpace at last year's DSUG in Bergen. I came away with many ideas and interesting possibilities, but I 
felt that for the SAS project it would be best to start simply. 
Implementing the system 
During the latter half of 2006, we established a Working Group, and held regular meetings with 
representatives of all of the institutes. It was clear that there was a wide range of awareness of IRs in 
particular, and the web generally. Expectations of the Repository diverged widely! 
Some representatives quickly saw the value of the Repository as a way to give their research output a 
global presence, and were particularly excited by the potential of Google Scholar and OAI-PMH 
indexing. Some were very keen on the Open Access model, while others were very concerned about 
licensing, copyright and publisher issues ("publishing paranoia", as it has been described elsewhere).
I spent a considerable amount of time discussing these issues with the Working Group, and it was 
particularly useful to have the materials on the Dspace website, as well as the resources of the SHERPA 
project in UK. To manage this information, and share it among the group, I set up a wiki on the Dspace 
server. We used this for project documentation, and it also proved useful for asynchronous, 
collaborative development of the text for licence, policy and instruction pages. 
The Working Group agreed that the repository would go live in December 2006, and that in order to 
achieve this we would: 
• Appoint a part-time repository coordinator 
• Review minimum metadata requirements 
• Agree submissions and licensing policies
• Ensure that every Institute would have some material deposited in the IR in time for the launch 
Metadata was kept as basic as possible, adding only optional Library of Congress Subject Headings to 
the default DSpace Dublin Core metadata set.
A name was chosen - SAS-Space - and it was agreed that, following the launch, we would let the 
repository bed-in for the first year without doing any further development. 
Our first year
SAS-Space has raised interest in many quarters. Most of the Institutes have successfully found their 
own way to make the Repository work for them. This is due in part to one of the most important policy 
decisions made by the Working Group, namely not to restrict repository content solely to articles, 
theses, dissertations, and the like. Virtually any valuable materials identified by researchers or projects 
can be deposited, as well as administrative documents.
Among the interesting items deposited are
• the John Masefield Virtual Research Environment, a hypertext bibliography of the English poet 
John Masefield, part of a PhD thesis submitted in 1999, that has been packaged up and is 
available for download to registered users 
• a collection of transcriptions of Francophone Music Criticism from the 19th Century 
• Amicus Curiae  , the journal of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
One interesting thing that did come out of that project was that the basic descriptive requirements of a 
collection of C19 French newspaper articles map remarkably well to the DSpace default Dublin Core 
metadata set. 
Enquiries and discussions have related to the depositing of fully-fledged hypertexts and databases in 
the repository. Expectations of advanced indexing and searching features have had to be dispelled: 
particularly to humanities researchers, it has been necessary to explain that whatever functionality 
might exist within Microsoft Word or Access is not going to be available through the DSpace web 
interface.
Some depositors have asked for contextual search results, a la Google, i.e. with a sentence either side 
of the sought text. This is not a feature of DSpace, not yet at least. I did, however, discover that It is 
possible to achieve a similar effect using Google Scholar: try, for example, "donizetti site:sas-
space.sas.ac.uk" . (Another interesting, related, discovery I made was the additional syntax that can be 
used with PDF URLs to automatically invoke the Search feature in Adobe Acrobat: try, for example, 
"http://www.revolverbook.co.uk/abracadabrav1.0.pdf #search=%22shankar%22".) 
Even when submitters have been disappointed in some of their expectations of advanced features, I 
think they have been persuaded that they are nevertheless getting excellent value for money, thanks to 
the inverstment and commitment of the School to the Repository. A dedicated, advanced online text-
base - using XML markup, specialised indexing tools and custom interfaces - is a non-trivial and 
potentially expensive undertaking for which funding may be hard to find or justify. However, an 
acceptable resource can be made by depositing work-to-date in the Repository, at a cost of nothing. 
Next steps
Integration of SAS-Space with Library Services is an important next stage. The University Library has 
been minimally involved so far, but has recently expressed interest in developing its own repository, at 
least in part as an electronic reserve for digitised materials. We've also begun discussions about how we 
both the School and the Library will engage with the Ethos Project of the JISC, CURL and British Library, 
to put UK theses past and present online. 
I hope we will be able to upgrade to DSpace 1.5 when it gets a full release. In future versions of 
DSpace we'd like to see more configurability through the web interface. Anything that gives the 
Repository Coordinator greater control (without needing to rebuild and restart) would be welcome, as 
would continued improvements to error and memory handling.
Personally, I'm particularly interested to explore the possibilities of the Manakin to improve the default 
searching and browsing interface (I'm much more familiar with XSL than JSP, and the abstraction model 
closely mirrors my work on other systems). I'd also like to encourage greater use of RSS feeds to 
integrate news of repository accessions with each institute's website, and investigate the possibilities of 
developing other AJAX features if they can improve the user experience.
A revised policy is currently being finalised, and a review of our first year will follow, based on available 
statistics and user feedback. All the informal feedback received to date has been very positive. 
Institutes continue to engage at their own pace, but there is a general agreement that SAS-Space has 
been a major boost to the School's resources and its online presence of the School.
